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The long-heralded and much advertised Winter offensive" of the French in 
Tonkin started 7 October 1947* &nd practically ceased by 19 November 1947* 
The purpose of this offensive was a double one: 

a. Political: The Hongkong conference between Bao Dai and “represen- 
tatives of all Indochinese political parties" and French represen- 
tatives in September 1%7 was not a serious attempt to construct 
a new government,. It was rather an effort to throw confusion and 
dissension into the ranks of tne Vietnamese resistants. The next 
move in this political offensive was to be the military operation 
to display French military might, to terrorize and discourage the 
population of Tonkin, and to produce a popular desire for peace 
at any price. The military operation was timed at tills moment 
also for another reason: it was the season 6i the rice harvest, 
T=?hich provided an opportunity for tae French to accomplish wide- 
spread destruction of the crops and to introduce the element of 
famine into the Viet Minh areas „ 

b* Military: The avowed military purpose wae to encircle the Viet 
i>Iam Army and to capture the Viet Ham Government « If this should 
fail, the ndnimum military objective would be to disorganize 
Viet Ham military resistance, to cut lines of ecaiimunication, and 
to isolate Viet Nam military units from their headquarters. 


2, For this offensive, the French employed about 50,000 troops, or about one- 

half the total of their troops in Indochina, The forces which they employed 
included three infantry divisions, two thousand parachutists and some gun- 
boats (number unknown) * The infantry units included the 43 r d Regiment of 
Colonial Infantry and the 5th Moroccan Regiment. The names of the other 
units are not available. The parachutists were furnished Ernest exclusively 
with British equipment and were transported in Dakota plane- . Practically 
the whole of the French airforce in Indochina was used* The gunboats 
oporated in the Red Elver and the River Lo, especially in the neighborhbod 
of Viet Tri (105-25, 21-20), 


3. Tlifc offensive comTienced with parachute operations, preceded by regular 

French air-bombinga of the cities involved, (These bombings wire conducted 
without much imagination, and in fact took place daily for several days at 


exactly the same hour. This fact enabled the Vietnamese to take reasonable 
safety precautions, and in at least one case (Cao Bang) to shoot down a 
French plane 1} On October 7, 1947, parachutists seized Cho Moi (105-45* 21-50) 
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and lac Fan (105-50, 2i-10)* On Qctooer v, 1947, parachutists seized Cao .bang 
(106-20, 22-40) and J:.o Don (105-40, 22-10). an idea of the scale oi these 
paracnute operation; my be obtained fro:* the fact Wt in t*.e seizure oi Gao 
Bang, about five, humred parachutists participated, , T.fcy arrived in Wo waves, 
each consisting of U*elva to fifteen Dakotas , e&cn Dakota containing auout , 
twenty par; chutists, ,-atei- tne firut wave was iaiideu, tne planes returned to 
Lang bon (106-45, £**50) ana picked up tue personnel to roru* tne ^eeOiiU wave, 
whicr they Wen trar ttporteo to Cao baxig* The second wave arrived fci*ree noure* 
after tue first* (He two principal air bases of tne Frencn in i’onkiu are 
Hanoi and Lang oon. Because of its geographical position, it was iuitural for 
the French to use We Lang oon base for ti*is parachute operation,} 

The Viet kaa forcer made no attempt to resist tne French seizure of these points, 
loth because of tlh preliminary bombing, and also through their own intelligence 
network, the Vietnamese wer<* alieadiy aware of French intentions, and had already 
destroyed the cit.es in accord with tneir well-known and tnorougn-gau*g 
!t scorched earth" technique. In the case of Cao Bang, tr.ey had already removed 
the local governmjat (including documents, Executive Cosuitteos, anu auiuini- 
strative machine*? } to iiuoc liai (106-10, 22-40 ). In their parachute operations, 
the French sufierid considerable losses (no estimate available}, partly be- 
cause oi’ insufficient training. The Viet naan forces, nuving retired from* the 
destroyed cities to the surrounding country, were aoie partially to encircle 
t* e French par; *hutists ; tney then engaged in numerous small attacks, and killed 
or canturcd a urge number of parachutists before the French infantry units 
were able to strive to relieve them. 

The French ir.’ended to perform their military encirclement of tue Vi^t Dam iiray 
by me . ns of / nreat nincers movement, Tne first arm of tne pincers was to 
proceed froc. Hoa Binh (105-25, 20-50) through oon lay (1G5-30, 21-15), Viet Tri 
(105-25, 21-:0), and Tuyen uang (105-15, 21-50) to Dai Thi (105-25, 22-15), 
leaving ramsons at all important points on trie way. ( i4 t this tii«e, Tuyen 
"uang, vshi ‘ had formerly been the seat of part of tne Viet warn Government, 
was wholly iestroyed, and no longer iiad ary special significance.) This arm 
of tne pi/xers was suooorted by tne Frenc.. gunuoats in the Red hiver and We 
River l.o, shelling the villa Tea ano towns aioijg the shore* Tne second aria 
of t: e rvneers was to proceed from Lang bon Wrougn Cao Jang ana join tne 
first at Dai Thi, 

The lavntry operation aid not succeed according to expectations. *anea roues,: 
uontirr-il Viet ham it-ana-run attacks, ana ambusnes, particularly in narrow 
valley^, hampered the advance of the two arms of the pincers. Tne first arm 
was snowed up b„ this action and was finally brought to a nalt as a result of 
a ba*tle in early November, on the road between Tuyen s 6 uang and Dai ini. Tula 
bat We was. regarded as a great victory by tne Vietnamese, ana has been iaucn 
celebrated in their propaganda, similarly, the second arm of tne place; s, 
having occupied Cao Bang and relieved the remaining parachutists holding it, 
wat halted in its advance from Cao dang to Dai Tni. Tne result was Wat the 
twr> arms of the pincers failed to join. 

Tire Viet Warn tactics whicn succeeded in preventing tne French fra. accomplish- 
ing t eir objective ware the characteristic ones: to destroy th r than de- 
fend threatened cities, to allow We Irene: to occupy the ruins, to await 
the emergence of French convoys from these new oases and then to attack Wem 
by ambush anc in narrow valleys, and at tr.e same time to multiply ana increase 
guerrilla attacks ,n rear oases (in this case, even bases as far to the rear as 
Hanoi and baigon). 

The french withdrawal cegan on 19 November. The first arm of the pincers 
withdrew to Tuyen ''uang, and then split into two parts, of which the first 
wit drew along the road through Viet Tri and Vinh Yen (105-50, 21-20) to Hanoi, 
and the second withdrew via Tiiai Nguyen (lu5~50, 21-35) to Hanoi. 
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vf-ipr ar-Qisivc 3 ' xert&iiuy failed in it* “ra.au objective ox c^turi^-. 

♦ •£ iet Holml..:.. ift iteu,«»»U-.ia of-ici-.U of t.,ut .Jovciweut, w.o «fe« 
heh/ca-turcc by VI e ?ro.,ch in *>*««*«* --CGC.-oer l%o «no '*«« ww.e<iu«uU, 
una: 'Le to occur*- v.eur P-*ta faiaue v.eu, actu^Jy SuCcoeueQ » J - r "\ , 

U-.c 5 r launch cantoii ir .-wfioi <Wri».g •*..« perioa of Vie trouoa ^.Ur 

••■■Vito -x -li- <*ituc tlw»«R, ».iiiifat«r of Ca.1 .unxcaaioiis., — o 
-G, , I- offensive hud ax.o fail- 

in no ot>l«c-i- ve of encirciXp' AuX destroying tue- -fat ’ <a*y. in fact 

t- re :;- unl-.-s .’ound thc.«aei##a encircled by t,*e .• ■ e' nam«». ..oraa^o, uio-s.es 

estate of the losses i if li'e'-ea upon b.» miliary of eitnar owe 1- ava.^ole. 
However, because of the nature of the fi*».tii*, xt sv®. jw-.-wwi* tU t.. e 
actual casualties inflicted by the i-'renen on V.e tfi«t “ c “® , 

cxtrcsv.sly si-atll. Principally, it was the civilian population. «*u.e» adhered. 

Nevertheless , in a certain sense, t..e Fiencu "winter of.es.sive" achieyeo _• 
su istantial results. In the first - luce, it did disioc.te 

.3110 coordination of t e Viet -v, uy, ana ow xsowte * nw**T ^uat-x* 
fro a their .eudeuarters. This success oust oe csnaiaeiea tea:>si«ijr, 

-renci v.itndrawai has pemitted re-grouping. (.On the ueoit awe iron the 
French roint of view is the fact that t;.e Vietna..ese captured -wu -_.c ton^oys 
1 *»reat amount of useful material, espeew^-jr vitu^iy-neuueu .ue.^cines.) In 
tie second niece, the .-reach withdrawal ‘-as not complete, -uu t.-u/ ...we co t 
tinued to hold at least one Laoortai.t ooint captured aue*xr tue jl.erw.we 

Thi s ioce°w as°in t e sr.ria* of MW considered oy t..e rfietnxiese to -*i-W 
na-.le, nd was prepared as ti.oir last stronghold in cate 01 contlwauy iieuu. 

s * cceo; e$. 


25X1X Note: In a political sense, the a ceOir.pl is hiaents of ti.e ’’winder ol . e:is>i\ve lf 

are more consider”. ale* It i.orcea the Vietnamese to continue ciiw to redouble 
their scorched earth policy, witn its attend .at arusi.ipb, Gislocatxoi.s, misery 
and bitterness lor tue. civilian population* it also iiillictea directly & 
great amount ol sufferin' on t .e people, in miy ca~es causing the massacre >1 the 
pcnUi^tions of vs ole rerh&ps most important, xt ae£»troycu v-yot 

Quantities of growing crops which were raady lor ..unrest, and produced a threat 
of realty serious f&rtine in tx.e Viet ioJUm aieas for t^e tiiue si-ice x%5* 

Thete acco:nnlishi».ents nave adued to t*»e wur—^ec.riaess oi tae people aiw toucieu 
to discredit the Vi t ilinh && beiiig the sole and 1 'anu.vticuJL. oostacle to une 
restoration of peace. 


In the spring of 1947, it seemed certain that tne irencii would sooifer or later 
be forced to negotiate v.itu the Viet ^ixih for tn© reason Unit, voluntarily 
or Involuntarily, nearly the whole of tx»e pofuilatioa supr^orted tne ^iet ...inito 
This basic sup ort still exists, but oecause of juiiex'icau sup, oit* oi tue anti— 
Co.it unist eleruonia in ri-ance, the French Govemiueat iias received so.ue hiOral 
encoura^i.ent in re?a>-d to ludoohiiia* It stilt recognizer that negotiations 
rnust ulti ately i>e held with the Viet hinh, but will not conduct tnern itsexi. 

It vi ill coivbinue to try to enfeeble the Viet ...ina (and tiie ’'winter oxieiiSive’ 1 , 
as aiis been aeon, was at without some success in tnis res feet), taen per.:dt 
its nun et ;1 ao Del to negotiate with the Viet and, finally, assist 3ao 

Dai to continue to enfeeble tue Viet l,.inh d 


It 1 c probable t.te French •• re now preparing to concentrate on Cochir.china 

in a somewhat similar pattern, with General nguyen Van Xuan probaoiy* destined 
to play tie eventual role ol’ negotiator wit. t-.e Viet ^iun for Cochin China. 
The start of t .e fiench military oXfeiibive in Cochin Chinn wil^. prooauly ue 
timed so as to produce t , 0 gr.-.utest nos. iole crop de3tructi..*n Just prior to 
t e second rice-timrest in lay. ■ 

On balance, tht^winter ofieneive 11 must be considered a moderate success for 
French imrericilism. ) 
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